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Report of the Cabinet Member for Economy and Regeneration  

 
 

Executive Summary 
 
 

 Bids to the Levelling Up Fund have been submitted for projects within Heywood and Middleton 
Town Centres and for Rochdale Station Gateway.  These two bids each seek funding of £20m 

 A Mayoral Development Zone is being proposed for Bury, Oldham and Rochdale called Atom 
Valley to boost growth and create around 20,000 jobs and provide 7,000 new homes.   

 Following the opening of New Look, Nandos and Loaded Burger in late 2021, Deichmann 
Shoes are currently fitting out their store at Rochdale Riverside ahead of opening later in the 
summer.  

 The construction of the ‘Upperbanks’ apartment & hotel scheme continues to make excellent 
progress on site and is expected to complete in Autumn 2023. 

 The Stakehill Business Improvement District (BID) Board continues to meet to discuss 
priorities and signing up businesses. 

 Employment Links Partnership (ELP) has successfully achieved re-accreditation to the 
industry quality standard – Matrix – with the Assessor describing his observations as 
“inspiring” and “exceptionally high quality for customers”.   

 ELP continues to be a leading provider for all of GM contracts and eagerly awaits the 
outcome of the soon-to-be-announced National Careers Service Prime Provider, to determine 
ELP’s continued delivery post-Sept 22.  

 The Work, Health and Skills Team’s LA Grant proposals for; Digital Inclusion, Alleviating 
Barriers to Skills and the ESOL Advice Service have been approved. 

 The New Pioneers Programme, funded by RBH and Community Renewal Funding has been 
extended for another six months to continue work in College Bank, Lower Falinge and 
Heywood. 

 Work with businesses on AMPI continues and a bid for further support for companies has been 
made to Greater Manchester’s Innovation Accelerator programme. 

 Work on the new RSPCA Visitors’ Centre at Hollingworth Lake is well advanced with completion 
of the works anticipated in the coming weeks. 

 A new lease has been granted at Castleton Baths for 30 car parking spaces to be used by 
visitors and employees of the Castleton Swimming Pool and Leisure Centre. This will help serve 
their new hydrotherapy pool. 

 The Ronald Gorton Centre has now been sold by way of a Development Agreement and a 
planning application has recently been submitted. 

 A design team has been appointed to prepare a planning application for Rochdale Station 
Square. 

 A planning application for enabling works has been approved for the Central Retail Park 
housing development. A public consultation event and detailed planning application for main 
scheme will be submitted in August 2022. 

 The Building Control team have continued to win new business from outside the borough and 
have agreed a contract to support a major regeneration project in Oldham. 

 The first two reserved matters applications for South Heywood were approved at Planning and 
Licensing Committee with development expected to commence later this year.  

 The planning enforcement team were involved in successful prosecution of an unauthorised 
car wash business resulting in a fine of over £5000 for the operators.   



 
 

Key Points for Consideration 
 
Levelling Up Fund 
Two bids, each seeking funding of £20m, one for each of our parliamentary constituencies, were 
submitted earlier this month.  The Rochdale bid is focussed around Rochdale railway station and 
Central Retail Park, and the Heywood and Middleton bid is for the extension and improvement of 
Heywood Civic Centre and Middleton Arena for leisure, cultural and community space alongside 
highways, active travel and public realm improvements. We should know the outcome of these bids 
by the Autumn. The Heywood and Middleton bids will complement funding we are hoping to secure 
from the GM City Regional Sustainable Transport Settlement (CRSTS) for improved walking and 
cycling and public transport improvements as part of our Masterplans for these town centres.   
 
Rail Corridor 
Broadway Malyan have been appointed to undertake a RIBA stage 3 design and prepare a planning 
application for public realm works at station square. There will be some public consultation on the 
emerging design at the end of July. A planning application is due to be submitted in August. Offer made 
to the owner of 29-31 Maclure Road to acquire the property. 
The Castleton Supplementary Planning Document was adopted at Cabinet in March 2022. Meetings 
have been held on site with Network Rail and LCR to agree the extent of further survey work required 
to inform masterplan design and layout. Land acquisition work is continuing at Castleton.   
Broadway Malyan have also been appointed to update designs for the Littleborough Station Masterplan 
document to support further public consultation in response to public feedback on the draft document.  
 
Central Retail Park 
All quotes received from utility providers. Site hoarding and service diversions to commence in July / 
August. Planning permission for the enabling works has been granted. The enabling works are due to 
start in September 2022. 
A public consultation event on designs for the residential development took place on 11th July.  A 
planning application for the main scheme is due to be submitted in August 22.    
 
Atom Valley 
A Mayoral Development Zone (MDZ) is being proposed for Bury, Oldham and Rochdale to boost growth 
and help to create a more balanced economy across the Greater Manchester city region.   
To be called the Atom Valley MDZ, it will include major development sites across the three boroughs 
with the potential to accommodate around 1.6 million sq m of new employment space, generating 
around 20,000 high quality jobs and providing over 7,000 new homes.  
The establishment of the MDZ will enable Rochdale Borough Council and its partner councils to work 
better together with the GMCA, national agencies and the private sector to accelerate plans for inclusive 
growth and sustainable transport for the benefit of local residents. 
Cabinet approval is being sought for the establishment of the Atom Valley MDZ later in July and a new 
Board will be established to oversee the work of the MDZ in September. 
A short video has been produced https://vimeo.com/687885062 and a new website launched 
www.atom-valley.co.uk   
 
New Pioneer Programme      
The New Pioneers Programme that supports residents in a place with career and well-being support 
has been extended until the end of 2022 to continue working in College Bank, Lower Falinge and 
Heywood.  It has been one of the most successful community renewal programmes and has been 
hailed as best practice and a model of support that is being promoted across GM and with other 
housing providers with a view to replace existing funded ESF programmes through the UK’s Shared 
Prosperity Fund.  It has been particularly successful in supporting economically inactive residents that 
aren’t accessing other programmes of support, move into and nearer the labour market, which is a 
group that has grown significantly during the pandemic that creates a number of long term issues for 
localities and LA’s.  Alongside the career broker support a number of community activities, courses  
and events have taken place, bringing communities together and areas of green space have been 
identified that will also benefit from investment though this funding.   
 

1. Regeneration  
 
Strategic Initiatives under Development  
 
Rochdale Riverside retail and leisure 

https://vimeo.com/687885062


Following the opening of New Look, Nandos and Loaded Burger in late 2021, Deichmann Shoes are 
currently fitting out their store ahead of opening later in the summer. Negotiations are continuing to 
secure further occupiers for the remaining units at Rochdale Riverside.  The scheme is now 92 per cent 
let by floorspace. 
 
Upperbanks 
The construction of the ‘Upperbanks’ apartment & hotel scheme continues to make excellent progress 
on site. The scheme will deliver 242 apartments for rent and a 146-bed Hampton by Hilton hotel. The 
floor slabs and building frames for the three building are now complete.  A formal ‘topping out’ ceremony 
has been arranged for mid-July. The scheme is expected to complete in Autumn 2023.  
 
Drake Street & Heritage Action Zone 
Work is progressing well on the former Observer Building, including new windows which have 
transformed the building, supported by a Drake Street Grant. Further work will include the reinstatement 
of the iconic clock. Once complete the development will provide 25 new affordable homes to rent. The 
Council and Historic England grant aided works to South Parade, lower Drake Street and the former 
Deaf Institute of Church Lane are substantially complete and the Heritage Action Zone team are working 
with a number of property owners to bring forward a number repair and reinstatement projects within 
the next few months. A Historic Buildings Toolkit has been produced to assist property owners in 
maintaining or developing their properties in a Conservation Area in accordance with planning policy. 
 
Rochdale Former Fire Station 
The Fireground Museum has continued its success in attracting higher than anticipated visitor numbers 
with school trips now booked in most days through the week up until the summer.  
The Fire Up co-working space on the first floor is complete with fit out and branding completed. The 
procurement of the operator of the space and for the delivery of the programmes of business support 
activity is now closed and evaluation of tenders underway to appoint the selected bidder as soon as 
possible. 
The tender for the final element of the project, the development of additional office / artist studio and 
workshop space in Richard Street is underway, alongside work to the old Drill Hall, used by the museum 
as back-of-house space. 
A holding website is now live along with a Twitter channel and Trust pilot account.  
 
Kingsway Business Park 
As reported to the previous meeting, progress continues to be made on a number of projects at 
Kingsway Business Park, which will see nearly half a million square feet of new employment space 
come to the market in the Autumn. These comprise: 

 4 medium sized units at Plot G with serious occupier interest in one of the units. 
 A large single unit at Plot I (328,000 sq ft) where an initial legal agreement has been signed 

with an occupier. 
As a result of this interest, we have developed plans for a 3 unit scheme, which will provide a further 
287,000 sq ft of employment space, with work due to commence in late summer (subject to planning 
permission being granted).  
In terms of infrastructure, the remaining section of Michael Faraday Avenue will be completed during 
summer. However, this will stay closed until such time as access is required to the adjacent 
development plots.  
The Kingsway Link dial-a-ride bus service has been withdrawn and replaced by a fixed route service 
with bus stops positioned at various locations across the Business Park. It is still early days to assess 
the effectiveness of this service.      
       
M62 J19/South Heywood Area Wide Improvement Programme 
Construction continues on programme for the South Heywood Junction 19 Link Road, with completion 
still on target for Autumn 2022. Two residential planning applications, both located near Manchester 
Road and totalling over 200 new homes were approved at Committee in May 2022, with construction 
due to commence later this year. A third residential application will shortly be determined.  Works are 
due to start later this year.   
 
Stakehill Industrial Estate 
Fanatics, a sports merchandise and collectibles operation, have taken a 15 year lease in the soon 
to be completed Stakehill 185 unit at Stakehill Industrial Estate. 
Under the auspices of the Stakehill Business Improvement District (BID), a business breakfast was 
held in May at which the BID Manager was able to outline progress since the BID commenced and 



seek views from occupiers about what they would like to see happening across the estate. Key recent 
successes include: 

 A new timetabled commercial bus service around estate, increasing the ability of employees 
to get to and from work      

 Community safety days, where the local police visit businesses to advise on security 
improvements  

 Development of planting schemes in advance of a potential Britain in Bloom bid 
 Ongoing discussions with businesses about Highways Safety Improvements. 
 

Rochdale Development Agency and Rochdale Council will continue to offer appropriate support to the 
BID.       
 
Towns Fund 
5 of the 7 business cases have now been approved by Government, the final 2 for the Kingsway and 
Heritage Skills Studio require a little more information and should be approved by the end of July. 

 
Cultural developments 
RDA are continuing to work with Your Trust on a variety of funding streams to attract funding for 
cultural projects across the borough.  
 
Rochdale is one of 54 Arts Council England (ACE) Priority Places, offering a three-year programme of 
support to increase engagement in the arts, culture and creative industries. The two bids submitted to 
ACE for much needed investment at Touchstones and Heywood Civic have been approved and RDA 
are now working on the development and delivery phase of the projects. Additional funding to support 
Heywood Civic is being sought from the Levelling Up Fund, along with investment in Middleton Arena 
in line with the Creative & Cultural Assets Strategy to develop the cultural hubs in each township. 
 
A series of linked strategies have been completed utilising the government’s Welcome Back Fund to 
support the development of the borough’s visitor economy, the early evening economy and an Event 
& Festivals strategy.  
 
Other funding opportunities 
£365,000 has been awarded from GMCA and Homes England to support further Northern Gateway 
feasibility work and to prepare a planning application for a Phase 2 housing scheme on the former 
British Vita site in Middleton. 
 

2. Jobs, Business and Skills 
 

Employment Links Partnership (ELP) has successfully achieved re-accreditation to the Matrix Standard, 
which is the industry international quality standard for providers delivering Information, Advice & 
Guidance (IAG).  ELP has continually held the standard (reassessed every 3 years) since 2007, with 
the most recent inspection described as “inspiring” by the Assessor, commenting he had “observed 
excellent standards and delivery of IAG in order to support customers towards positive outcomes”.   
The ELP team is still awaiting the outcome of the re-commissioning process for the new National 
Careers Service (NCS), due to start 01/10/22 – the decision is expected in early July.  The Team 
currently delivers the contract (funded through the ESFA) through The Growth Company, however is 
also named as a Supply Chain Partner for the new contract, for other potential Primes too. 
Delivery of ELP’s existing contract continues to go from strength to strength, with ELP being the only 
one of the leading Greater Manchester End to End provider for all of our contracts. 
 
LA Grant Programme 
The Work Health and Skill’s Team’s LA Grant proposals have been approved by GMCA and we have 
been awarded £150k to support the work around the three themes; Digital Inclusion, Alleviating 
Barriers to Skills and the ESOL Advice Service. Over the last twelve months the Digital Coordinator 
has supported over 400 residents improve their digital skills as well as managing the digitech library, 
which has approx. 200 laptops and tablets that are loaned to residents across the borough.  In 
addition we have set up data banks in the libraries and Learn My Way centres where people can 
access free data.  The alleviating barriers programme has enabled us to work with residents furthest 
away from the labour market with no qualifications; access provision, acquire basic skills and move 
closer to the labour market. This work has also enabled us to start to work really closely with the 
VCSE sector, children’s centres and other services supporting priority groups to help people improve 
their skills.  The ESOL Advice Service has had over 1200 referrals that have been supported to 



access ESOL classes and other support, this is the highest number of referrals in GM after 
Manchester, who already had an existing service.  The grant for the academic year 2022 – 2023 will 
help us continue and build on this work across the three themes. 
 
Covid 19 response and recovery 
The RDA has supported the Business Rates team with the COVID-19 Additional Relief Fund grants. 
There have only been a handful of applications and RDA helped with the eligibility criteria. It is unlikely 
that there will be any further grant rounds, but there will be a period of reconciliation taking place.  
 
Business engagement 
We have hosted 2 sessions with local businesses looking at low carbon initiatives, with some now taking 
forward the installation of solar panels. 
Discussions are underway for a Meet the Buyer event to be held with STAR procurement. This will be 
a hybrid event in October and will be aimed at local SMEs wanting to bid for public sector contracts. 
 
Advanced Manufacturing 
The local investment Framework on the Advanced Machinery & Productivity Institute (AMPI) will be 
completed this month and work continues to support Rochdale businesses with accessing support from 
the Strength in Places revenue programme. 
AMPI has formed its strategic board and appointed an independent chair, Ruth Mallors-Ray to guide 
the establishment of an institute and long-term sustainable programme of activities. 
Expressions of Interest have been submitted to Greater Manchester’s Innovation Accelerator for AMPI 
to consider either additional capital funding for the facility or a programme of activity that would support 
the development of smart machinery and robotics for recycling. 
A further submission has been made to GMCA under the Innovation Accelerator programme to support 
the establishment of the advanced sustainable materials centre within Atom Valley. A Business Case 
for this programme is expected to be completed in autumn. 
Negotiations continue to acquire land needed to develop a facility for AMPI at Kingsway Business Park 
as appointed architects continue to work up plans for the scheme itself. 
 
Enquiries  
The RDA have responded to 67 enquiries between April – June 2022, with 3 successes to date. The 
team continue to actively work with the Council, Employment Links and other partners. 
 

3. Planning & Building Control 
 
Planning & Strategic Development 
 
Good News  
The first two phases of residential development for 217 new homes at South Heywood were granted 
planning permission by the Planning and Licensing Committee.  Following a recent recruitment 
exercise, the Building Control team has successfully appointed candidates to all advertised roles.  
The team is continuing its focus on growing fee income with the service having recently won a 
contract to provide cross boundary support to Oldham for a major town centre regeneration project.   
 
Strategic Initiatives under Development  
The team continues to work with elected members in Middleton to finalise a masterplan for the town 
centre and recently attended a Township meeting to brief members and residents on progress.  Work 
continues with TfGM to develop proposals for the Quality Bus Corridor along the A58, with a particular 
focus on Heywood that will play an important role in supporting the implementation of the approved 
town centre masterplan.  Work is also continuing on the development of the rail corridor strategy in 
respect of Rochdale, Castleton and Littleborough stations. At Rochdale, a planning application for the 
enabling works on land at central retail park has been approved which will help to facilitate 
development of this important previously developed site.  
 
Policy Development 
Following the submission of ‘Places for Everyone’ to Government in February, via the Planning 
Inspectorate (PINS), the ‘hearing stage’ of the Examination in Public is scheduled to begin on 11th 
October 2022.  
 
Service Performance 
Despite recruitment challenges across the sector, the Development Management continues to 
perform in accordance with performance targets. The team continues to see strong demand for 
advice relating to major development projects which is helping the team to maximise income from our 
chargeable advice service and Planning Performance Agreements.  The team are also in continued 



discussions with various developers on a range of important sites including the former AKZO Nobel 
site in Littleborough and Warwick Mill, Middleton. 
  
The Planning Enforcement team continues to deal with a substantial overall caseload whilst also 
trying to recruit to vacant posts.  They are continuing to work on the review of business processes and 
procedures including developing a demand prioritisation strategy for the service and will be 
undertaking engagement with the relevant elected members in due course.  
 
The Building Control team continues to perform in accordance with national service standards for 
measures including site inspections and plan checking.  They are continuing to witness strong 
customer demand that has helped to maintain strong financial performance and market 
competitiveness including winning business to support other local authorities.  
 

4. Strategic Estates & Assets 
 
Good News and Updates 
A new lease has been granted at Castleton Baths for 30 car parking spaces which will be used by 
visitors and employees of the Castleton Swimming Pool and Leisure Centre. This will help serve their 
new hydrotherapy pool. 
Terms have been agreed for a lease to be granted for the new community facility at Balderstone Park 
to Kirkholt Million and the lease is expected to complete shortly. 
The 2021/22 asset valuation programme has been completed and we are working with our colleagues 
in Finance to support the annual audit of the asset valuation programme. 
The Ronald Gorton Centre has been sold by way of a Development Agreement and a planning 
application has recently been submitted. 
Work on the new RSPCA Visitors’ Centre at Hollingworth Lake is well advanced with completion of the 
works anticipated in the coming weeks. 
We have been trialling a “hot desking” facility at Globe House which has resulted in us securing a new 
office letting at the Centre. 
 

5. Communications 
 
Covid-19 
The promotion of vaccination opportunities is continuing ahead of an expected autumn booster 
campaign later in the year. 
Website  
The new council website launched on 18 June and three weeks later achieved the Internet 
Crystal Mark awarded by the Plain English Campaign. The project is due to be showcased at 
a conference in Birmingham in July 2022. 
Events 
The communications team’s campaign marketing Rochdale Feel Good Festival is well under 
way ahead of the event on 13 August as well as ongoing work promoting Bowlee Car Boot 
Sale and Market. The team managed and delivered the marketing for the recent Street Eat 
festival in Rochdale town centre that was attended by over 2,500 people and generated a 
significant boost to traders and local businesses for the platinum jubilee.  Work is also 
commencing on our 2023 events programme. 
Townships 
Communications continues on our social media channels about the work of our five local 
township committees and the work they are responsible for in their communities, including 
grants awarded, groups helped, projects delivered and other ways they are making a 
difference. This continues alongside a wider ‘Delivering for You’ campaign to show how we 
are improving lives, investing in local areas in the things that matter to residents, and making 
a positive difference. 
Town Hall 
Work to highlight the town hall restoration project, including the creation of the new Town 
Hall Square, continues. A media day was attended by local and regional journalists and the 
project was featured in a major piece on ITV. 
Armed Forces 
The communications team continues to highlight the work of our Armed Forces Community, 
including the veterans’ Breakfast Club and key events, like the 40th anniversary of the 
Falkland Islands liberation, Armed Forces week and Armed Forces Day.  



Adult care 
The national Carers’ Week was highlighted on our channels and the promotion of Dementia 
Friends has helped to increase the number in our borough to 12,000. 
There has been a big push in the service to recruit new members of staff, with comms 
supporting in a number of ways. This has led to an increase in applicants, particularly at 
grade three to six levels, which is reflective of the support communications has provided. 
Household Support Fund 
Councillors’ decision to boost the fund by an extra £1 million has been promoted. The range 
of support in place has been highlighted to residents via a webpage showing how they can 
get help with energy bills, household support, food vouchers and more.  
Co-op Fortnight 
This was promoted by messages across our channels to mark Co-op Fortnight, including a 
video of our cabinet member for Cooperation talking about some of our cooperative work.  
Shining a Light on Suicide 
This campaign continues to get good engagement across social media. The messages we 
are pushing including encouraging people to play their part, look out of for others and 
signpost people to the support that is available.  
Pension Credit 
Around £5.6 million of pension credit is unclaimed across our borough. We are signposting 
our residents to a landing page to see if they qualify for credit. The campaign began in the 
middle of June. We will be in a position to evaluate the impact of our communications in the 
next report.  
Council recruitment  
The communications team developed a marketing campaign and resources for two council 
recruitment events held in May. More than 600 people attended and many roles have now 
been recruited to.  
Fostering  
For this year’s Foster Care Fortnight in May we celebrated our foster carers and delivered 
Brown’s Cakes to all our fostering families. This got huge reach on social media reaching 
over 131,500 people and having almost 13,000 engagements. During April and May the 
council had 33 enquiries and 26 people are in the fostering approval process. 
Cut it out campaign 
Over 40 salons have signed up and been trained through the Cut it Out campaign. The 
portfolio holder will be presenting all salons with their certificates and they will all appear on 
our social media channels. 
Trading standards  
Work to highlight the dangers of counterfeit goods on sale in our borough continues. 
Rochdale in Rainbows 
The communications team has again been highlighting the Rochdale in Rainbows events 
programme and associated initiatives such as the inclusive traffic signals that have been 
installed in some areas of the borough. 
Bulky waste 
Communications helped secure 2,400 bookings for the new free bulky waste collection offer, 
aiding in the reduction of unlicensed waste carriers and reducing the chances of fly-tipping.  
Outdoor banners at Green Lane and adverts on bin wagons are also in place. Ongoing 
comms will support the offer, but at present demand is being met. 
Recycling 
Promotions continue to educate residents of all ages at community workshops, schools and 
events. These messages are always well received and help remind residents on how to 
recycle properly. The council also took part in a number of regular awareness days, most 
recently being #WorldRefillDay where all of our operational staff were given refillable bottles. 
In Bloom 
A new brochure aimed at judges will show some of the extra work that council teams are 
involved with throughout the year to keep our borough looking its best. Communications will 
also take place to help promote the annual alleyways in bloom competition, which will also 
highlight community safety in our alleygating scheme. 
Antisocial behaviour 
The team has developed the council’s dog waste campaign by creating new signage that will 
appeal to all ages, plus pavement stencils to target dog walkers on the street.  We have also 



created new fly-tipping evidence tape to provide a visible signal to residents that fly-tipping is 
being tackled. 
 
 
Councillor John Blundell 

Cabinet Member for Economy and Regeneration


